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Chinds Irrigation Management Reform and An Evaluation of It

WANG Xiacoli, L 1U Yong-gong
(College of Humanities and Development , China Agricultural University , Beijing 100193, China)
Abgract : Snce its reform and opening to the outsde world, Chinds reform of theirrigation management system has been focused on
water projects and farmland irrigation. It has undergone four stages: the preliminary , the initiation, the exploration and the develop-
ment stages, showing a consultative style. Throughout the reform process, it can be summarized as six features: the top govern-
ment-led , international organizations-driven, a dual attitude to irrigation management institutions, county/ township government' s
passive participation, village committee as the core of WUA , and farmers as terminal water users. This consultative reform givesrise
to a new agency for irrigation management , Farmers Water Use Association, and further brings forth a number of socio-economic
benefitsin different aspects.
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